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"We have taken these positions because we believe that

freedom and self-determination are not unique to one culture.
These are not simply American values or Western values -
they are universal values.

Here in the United States, countless publications provoke
offense. Like me, the majority of Americans are Christian,
and yet we do not ban blasphemy against our most sacred
beliefs. As President of our country and Commander-in-Chief
of our military, I accept that people are going to call me awful
things every day - (laughter) - and I will always defend their
right to do so. (Applause.)

Americans have fought and died around the globe to
protect the right of all people to express their views, even
views that we profoundly disagree with. We do not do so
because we support hateful speech, but because our founders
understood that without such protections, the capacity of each
individual to express their own views and practice their own
faith may be threatened.

We do so because given the power of faith in our lives,
and the passion that religious differences can inflame, the
strongest weapon against hateful speech is not repression; it is
more speech - the voices of tolerance that rally against bigotry
and blasphemy, and lift up the values of understanding and
mutual respect.

But in 2012, at a time when anyone with a cell phone can
spread offensive views around the world with the click of a
button, the notion that we can control the flow of information
is obsolete.

[Remarks from President Barack Obama to the UN
General Assembly, New York, 26.09.2012]
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Dr. Javed Akbar Ansari : Book Review:z}g

Let us participate in this jikad which is underway and
avoid the absurdity of abstract moral building in the vain hope
that some %Vg ruler will emerge in Turkey or Saudi Arabia
or Pakistan miraculously to concretize our arbitrary
abstractions. As revolutionaries we argue that we cannot
theoretically know how Islamic order will be made functional
in contemporary circumstances until it is (imperfectly and
piecemeal) articulated in several practices. The overcoming of
capitalist global hegemony is a centuries-long journey and
currently we are only in the beginning of their work.
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accompanied by a simultaneous growth of the social and statal

power of the Mukhliseen-e-deen. Without the conquest of state
power, Islamic education and spirituality will necessarily
remain marginal retreats from secular order.

The power of the state has grown tremendously in
capitalist order. The rule of capital is imposed upon society by
the capitalist state and capitalist individuality is formed by
subservience to capitalist governance. As Mulana Maududi has
stressed the key task of the Islamic revolutionaries in the
contemporary world is the deconstruction of the capitalist state.

It is the capture of statal power which enables us to foster
Islamic individuation in Iran and Afghanistan. Islamic
revolutionary movements throughout the world are rightly
focused on the struggle to deconstruct the capitalist state
either through direct overthrow (as in Iran and Afghanistan) or
through a process of enhancing contradictions within capitalist
systems of governance i.e. through the social and political
empowerment of Mukhliseen-e-deen.

The struggle against capitalist world order is immediately
political — a struggle to dispose capital of its governance
authority. Intellectual effort must focus on this vital task. We
have established two Islamic states (and Insha Allah soon
there will be more in coastal Africa). Both these states are
struggling to avoid absorption within the global capitalist
economy and society. Islamic revolutionaries have the
primary duty to develop proposals which prevent such
re-absorption. Dr. Amin’s suggestion for the establishment of
a research academy is a welcome step. As Islamic
revolutionaries we suggest that the work of this institute must
focus on the real, here and now, needs and problems that Iran
and Afghanistan are facing. As revolutionaries we recognize
that theory follows practice — Islamic individuality and society
is being fostered through the agency of the Islamic state in
Iran and Afghanistan.(see page # 75) _¥
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Islamic Revolutionary Response

We agree with the need to nurturing Islamic
individuation. Indeed, we understand systemic decline as a
process when Islam ceased to spread in Europe, India, China
and Africa despite Muslim political dominance and we date
decline from the early Abbasid period and the establishment
of Umayyad rule in Spain. We regard the Dawah work among
the non-Muslims of Europe, America, China, India and Africa
as a key element of the contemporary Islamic revolutionary
process and have deep links and close links with the Sufia
during this work.

Islamic revolution is a process and not a state. We
recognize individuation as a quasi-societal and statal process.
Individuals exist within societies and are governed by specific
state orders. It is impossible to “educate” an individual from
out of a given social/statal order without institutionalization —
that is why a prioritization of individuation over social/statal
penetration is an idealist fantasy. Individuation and
social/statal reconstruction are simultaneous aspects of the
process of ¢/ se+E1. They are not hierarchally structured with
promotion of individuality leading to an
automatic/spontaneous reconstruction of social/statal order.

That is why the Prophet Jfitl-initiated the process of
society and state building from the earlier days of Makkah. He
tried to establish a Muslim community in Makkah, with its
own customs and norms. Islamic legalization in embryonic
form also started in Makkah. He 4fi#i-established a state
within a state in Makkah rejecting the authority of the tribal
legislative assembly (»s4). In Madina state institution became
key instrument for the flourishing of Islamic individuality.

Without social and statal institutionalization individuality
remains powerless. Growth of Islamic consciousness must be
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knowledge and spirituality. He claims that the Prophet 47k

focused entirely on the formation of Islamic individuality. The
sole cause of Islamic thought and civilization’s supremacy in
the world during the 4th, 7th and 11th centuries were Islamic
character formation at the individual level. Islamic
individuation automatically and spontaneously begets Islam’s
social and state order. The fundamental cause of Islamic
decline is erosion of Islamic individuality and the fundamental
cause of this erosion according to Dr. Amin is the corruption
and entropy of the education system.

Hence counteract (Jis; depends entirely on nurturing
Islamic individuality which automatically/spontaneously/
unproblematically leads to the dominance of Islamic thought
and civilization at the social and state levels. Islamic
dominance does not require institution building at the social
and state level. Everything depends solely on strengthening
Islamic individuation and the only means for this according to
Dr. Amin is strengthening Islamic educators and promoting
Islamic spirituality.

According to Dr. Amin the challenge of “Western” global
dominance can be met by deconstructing “Western”
epistemologies and knowledge systems. Muslims must be
taught to reject “Western” knowledge’s and socially and
politically conceptualized model building on the basis of
Islamic theoretical paradigms must be undertaken. Social and
political confrontation with the “West” must be postponed and
regarded as “fruitless” until the universalization of Islamic
individualities at least in the Muslim world. Elsewhere
(Al-Burhan, July 2023, pp. 51-53) Dr. Amin proposes the
establishment of a research academy to undertake the task of
constructing Islamic model building in response to
contemporary challenges.
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Dr. Javed Akbar Ansari Book Review

Islamic Individuation and the Islamic
Revolutionary Process

A response to Dr. Muhammad Amin’s Treatise
J’Kul/;!ff%’?&}/»ﬁ}/ul

Dr. Amin is one of our leading ulema who has spent a
lifetime problematizing the process of Islamic individuation,
socialization and state formation in the here and now of the
21st century. The treatise under review represents a succinct
summary of his extensive work. I first summarize his views
on the strategy to meet contemporary challenges to Islamic
thought and civilization and then present a revolutionary
appreciation of his discourse. Hence this review focusses on p.
39-48 and I refrain from comments on the rest of the treatise
despite my fundamental disagreement with Dr. Amin’s
analysis of the tendency he analyses as Tatbeeq( Jig ).

Dr. Amin’s Revivalist Strategy

Dr. Amin argues that Islamic thought and civilization
currently face two major challenges (a) the challenge of
overcoming decline and (b) the challenge posed by Western
thought and order. His concept of “decline” remains
ambiguous — he dates it variously sometimes from the 4th
century of the Hijrah, sometimes from the 7th and sometimes
from the 11th/12th centuries. Nevertheless, his conception of
decline is comprehensive and systemic.“Decline” is presumed
to have occurred at all levels — individual, societal and state.
Here (as elsewhere) the relationship between these concepts
of decline are not problematized.

Dr. Amin argues that the necessary and sufficient
response to this decline should be the promotion of Islamic
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