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standing army existed in the Khalafat-e-Rashida. But the
creation of these institutions is not prohibited by Sharia — and
what is not prohibited is permissible (Figh, Kalam and
Tasawwuf also did not exist in the L’; 3Is ). In my view in the
contemporary struggle against capitalism the articulation of an
Islamic media policy is absolutely essential.

Two initiatives are of crucial importance in this regard.
On the one hand we need to launch a sustained campaign
against the English press to expose its true character as an
open enemy of Islam and an imperialist mouthpiece. This
campaign regularly exposing the lies and fabrication of the
English press (especially Dawn and Express Tribune) should
be pioneered by Islamic Urdu print media (Ummat, Jasarat,
Daily Islam) and efforts should also be made to place it in
secular Urdu papers especially Jang. There is also a need for
an English monthly which analyses economic, social, judicial,
governance and foreign policies from an orthodox Islamic
perspective. Secondly, our presence in the regional language
press (Sindhi, Punjabi, and Balochi) is very weak. Islamic
parties and groups have neglected participation in Pakistani
language forums. The result is that the regional language
media and culture has become dominated by secular and
anti-Islamic forces. Localizing Islamic discourse is an urgent
task which should be addressed by Islamic media policy.

Suggestions featured above are tentative and of a
preliminary nature. There is a need for a sustained debate
among Islamic revolutionaries on these issues. Brother Usman
Umer’s book has opened the door for such a debate. But
English is not the appropriate medium for conduct of the
debate. I therefore strongly advocate:

(a) The translation of this valuable book in Urdu

(b) Serialization of the Urdu version of this text in a
widely read Urdu newspaper or journal (preferably Ummat
and Urdu Digest).
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Opposition to anti-terrorist legislation exposes a
fundamental capitalist governance contradiction — its
commitment to capitalist values (individual freedom)
contradicts its commitment to capitalist order and authority.
We must seek to intensify this contradiction without endorsing
human rights ideology or nationalism. As this contradiction
intensifies it will lead (gradually) to a weakening of capitalist
governance structures through a concomitant weakening of
both democratic and nationalist forms. As the state’s grip over
society is weakened, opportunities will be created for creating
an Islamic state in the capitalist state.

The Blasphemy and Khatm-e-Nabuwwat laws are
effectively co-authored by the legislature and the Islamic
reformist movements. They are immensely popular among the
Muslim masses. As Islamic revolutionaries we struggle for an
extension of their scope and create mass realization of the
ineffectiveness of their practical implementation by the
capitalist state. This can serve as a means for enhancing
Islamic identification and consciousness among the masses.
Mass Islamic consciousness provides the basis of Islamic
revolutionary struggle within the Pakistani lifeworld.

Espousing implementation deficiencies with regard to the
Blasphemy and Khatm-e-Nabuwwat laws can also serve as a
means for de-legitimating the religious claims of the capitalist
state and highlighting its subservience to imperialist pressure.
Advocacy of the Blasphemy and Khatm-e-Nabuwwat laws
provides a basis for linking Islamic revolutionary struggle to
the Dawah activities of the Islamic reformists thus widening
the ambit of the struggle for (/s in Pakistan.

Crafting an Islamic media policy is implicitly rejected by
the book which takes the idealist position that media
organization is incompatible with Islamic governance. It is
true that neither the media industry nor bureaucracy nor



the English media is greater. The English media is an
imperialist fifth column in Pakistan depending American on
patronage. This accounts for its relative “freedom” with
respect to administration formulation. It also accounts for the
active role the English press is playing in accommodating the
de-sacralization of secular state discourse. The English press
is (and the Urdu mainstream press is not) an alien enemy of
Islam — both state sponsored Islam and orthodox Islam. Again
in the analysis is absence of a discussion of the responses of
the Islamic press (Ummat, Jasarat, and daily Islam) to
different sources of systemic pressure (establishment, public
opinion and imperialist). This would have attained an
assessment of the degree to which the Islamic press endures
Islamic secularization/ sacralization of the state.

As Islamic revolutionaries we are committed to the
project of the deconstruction of capitalist order. We are not
idealists and we recognize that deconstructing capitalist order
requires intensifying capitalist systemic contradictions. Our
endeavor to overthrow capitalist order must be situated within
capitalist order. The practical question raised by Umer’s
analysis therefore is: how can opportunities provided by
contradictions within anti-terrorist and anti-Islamic legislation
be utilized to weaken capitalist dominance within the state.

As realists we recognize that the immediate task is
developing a strategy for the gradual construction of an
Islamic state in Pakistan. An Islamic state is necessarily a
non-sovereign state subject to the writ of the Sharia and the
Islamic knowledge system (r]{;,l;ﬁ}). Such sates have recently
been created in the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Emirate
Islamia Afghanistan and the ongoing struggle in Sahali region
(Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso) is &, (% likely to lend to the
creation of such states in Africa in the not distant future. The
creation of an Islamic state in Palestine is also a long term
possibility.
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Principles Resolution legitimated the lodging of sovereignty
thereafter in popular will and practically in the hands of the
establishment. The Basic Principles Resolution “sacralized” a
secular state. It presented a strategic defeat of the Islamic
forces who conceded the arbitrary and unjustified transfer of
sovereignty from Allah to the capitalist state of Pakistan.
Since 1949 the Pakistani capitalist state has been using such
legitimation as a resource constructing a discourse opposing
state secularized Islam to historically and traditionally
validated Islam.

Brother Umer shows how this has done with reference to
legislative acts related to terrorism, blasphemy and asserting
the finality of the Prophet (V;,“Ji,bld“ . According to his
analysis in each case Islam has been used as an instrument for
the secularization of state governance practices and Islamic
reformist and revolutionary groups have effectively been
co-opted in their exercises.

The media has served as a tool for legitimating the
secularism based state policies and the marginalization of
orthodox Islam. Pakistani media, according to Brother Umer,
is not “free” (the book does not recognize that “press” in
capitalist state works according to capitalist rationality). The
main argument is that administration dominates the media and
fashions its discourses. But in his analysis of the media
response to state legislations of five leading newspapers
brother Umer also recognizes the capitalist contradiction,
human rights advocates (i.e. imperialists and their agents and
professionals).

The analysis of the news reported in the press reflects
differences in the responses to systemic pressures. Both the
English (Dawn, the Nation and the News) and Urdu (Jang,
Nawa-e-Waqt) submit to administrative pressures. The
“degree of freedom” (i.e. capitalist subservience) enjoyed by
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Dr. Javed Akbar Ansari Book Review

Disputed Dilemmas

Interactions of Pakistani Media with the State and Islam{;
by Usman Umer

This book is a welcome addition to the Sharia literature
on the role of the state in media governance from an Islamic
revolutionary perspective. It raises some critical questions on
which debate among Islamic revolutionaries is urgently
necessary.

The book is written in English and Islamic revolutionary
discourse in Pakistan is overwhelmingly conducted in Urdu
(and recently in Pashto). Therefore, I strongly advocate the
urgent translation of this book into Urdu.

Brother Usman Umer argues that the concept of the state
as such is un-Islamic and that Islamic politics in our history
was systems of governance. The influence of Hallag’s The
Impossible State is evident throughout Disputed Dilemmas
and the concept of the Islamic state is rejected. This takes
revolutionary thought dangerously closer to anarchist
perspectives and to (5> arguments raised against »4*1/ =S
It is a denial of the historic validity of all Islamic regimes.

The distinguishing feature of a state according to brother
Usman (and Hallaq) is its claim to sovereignty. Such a claim
was made by absolute monarchies in the past (the Roman and
Persian emperors) and currently by capitalist states but
non-sovereign states (e Uil =306) have also existed
throughout history. Describing them as “mere systems of
governance” does not seem justified.

The book presents a strong case for the essentially secular
character of the Pakistani state. It argues that the Basic

3217 pp, Darul Kitab, Lahore, 2023
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